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The Smoke that Covers the Ground

In a small town at the edge of the Amazon jungle, two men assist to strange events 
and participate to the end of the world as we know it.

The two men live in a small village of isolated houses. Suddenly one day the 
land around their homes is covered by a thick and inexplicable fog from which 
grow large mosquitos. Scared by what’s going on, they arrange guard shifts 
outside their homes and kill all the mosquitos that get close to them. One of 
their neighbors, a native of the forest, discovers the killings and is struck with 
anguish: according to the myths, the consequences will be terrible. After a few 
hours, the ground is covered by a solid black fog that makes it difficult to see.
How will the two men defend themselves from the supernatural events that 
are taking over and that they can’t understand? While they are preparing their 
escape, an unexpected transcending force possesses their bodies…
El humo sobre la tierra is a tale about non-history. Man has imagined the end 
of the world many times: biblical apocalypses, alien invasions, wars, epide-
mics. In all these scenarios, the main character is humanity, civilization. This 
book shows us how great stories never talked about humans. The end of the 
world becomes transcendence, an inexplicable dream in which humanity 
participates marginally. Being overwhelmed by the divinity of nature becomes 
the only option.

Manuel Arduino Pavón was born in Montevideo in 1955 and currently lives 
in Buenos Aires. Since 1979 he published more than 100 works in Uruguay, 
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Spain, México, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico,  Guatema-
la, Venezuela, the Netherlands, Canada, Taiwan, USA. He wrote all kinds of 
works: esoteric essays, aphorisms, fiction, poetry and experimental literature. 
Most of his works have been published abroad. His deep knowledge of many 
fields allows him to develop a narrative with a deeply contemporary feeling, 
that connects the feelings, the shadows and the undefined figures that move 
behind the screen of our societies and cultures.


